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He was at Greenwich with Elizabeth and her
other chief favourites for some little time after his
return to England in June. Thence he followed the
Court to Richmond, and at the end of the month he
was thinking of going to Ireland on a second visit to
his father. His father was just now in need of all
the comfort Philip's society could give him ; but the
project was abandoned, apparently because it was
found that Philip might be more useful to Sir Henry
in England than in Ireland.

The Lord Deputy's sturdy performance of his
duty had again, as in each of his earlier terms of
office in Ireland, brought upon him the opposition
of the Earl of Ormond and the other Irish noblemen
who professed allegiance to the Queen; and the
Queen, as heretofore, took the noblemen's side,
partly because she liked flattery, and partly because
Sir Henry Sidney, in his efforts to keep order in the
country, persisted in spending more money than she
approved. " That Henry Sidney," she exclaimed
once, and perhaps many times, stamping with her
foot the while, "doth always seek to put us to
charge." And she objected as much to charge
being laid upon Ormond and the others as upon
herself.

That was the state of affairs when Philip Sidney
returned to his place, and took higher place than he
had yet occupied, in Queen Elizabeth's favour. All
through the summer of 1577, except during the few
weeks he passed at Wilton, he was busy, while him-
self in the sunshine of the royal smile, considering
and scheming with Walsingham and others, especially